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Author Barry Lyga's book is about a high school misfit who loves comic books and is secretly writing a graphic novel.
Jessica Kourkounis/For the Chronicle

Banana Man was there. He hadn't read the book, but he didn't want to miss a

gathering of superheroes.

Catwoman had read the book, and she reported

teen books, "which practically scream '13 and ur

Author Barry Lyga described the plot this way: t
books and geeks.
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Which pretty much summed up the scene at the Contemporary Arts Museum Sunday

afternoon, when the Inprint Brown Reading Series teamed up with CAM's Teen

Council to present Lyga reading from his first novel, The Astonishing Adventures of
Fanboy and Goth Girl.
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The reading was a tentative foray into teen territory by Inprint, the group better

known for bringing such literary heavyweights as Joan Didion and playwright

Terrence McNally to town. With the Cool Brains! teen series, it is entering the

booming field of youth literature.

Literature, as in the story of a 15-year-old who is secretly writing a graphic novel in
his basement bedroom, and Kyra, the mysterious goth girl who dubs him "Fanboy."
Fanboy wants three things: A new computer. A copy of Giant-Size X-Men No. 1in

mint condition.

And the third?

Fanboy's not telling. Lyga isn't, either.
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He knows, he said when the question came up Sunday, but he won't say. Readers can
submit their own suggestions to his Web site, however —

www.fanboyandgothgirl.com — and the best answer will win an iPod.

Lyga grew up reading comic books, and not even a degree from Yale University made

him stop. He spent a decade working in marketing for the comic-book industry

before quitting to write Fanboy.

CAM's Teen Council, a group of high school students formed to draw kids to the arts,
sponsored a comic-book-art exhibit by local teen artists in conjunction with Lyga's

appearance.

That's what drew Henry Flott, a 15-year-old sophomore at Klein Collins High School
who had a piece in the show. He came for the reception honoring the teen artists but

didn't stick around for Lyga's reading.

"I'm not a fan of books that much," he said.

Oh, well.
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He wasn't dressed as a superhero, either, but no one held that against him.

Still, once Banana Man ducked through the doorway, it was hard to look at anyone

else.

He was so yellow, for one thing.

"Yeah," Wiley Jennings shrugged. He's a senior at the High School for the Performing

and Visual Arts and a member of the Teen Council, and he wore the giant banana
costume, accessorized with yellow shoes, with a casual élan. He hadn't read Lyga's

book, he admitted, but he didn't want to miss the event.

How often do you get to cruise Westheimer in a big banana costume?

Catwoman, better known as Alice Dennard, another Teen Council member and a

senior at HSPVA, had actually read Fanboy, whic
well as worthy of kids her age. So many books a

targeted at kids in middle school or younger, sh
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1 Tigner Ranch near Houston listed for $8.8M after 147 years in same family
[ J

2 . The most unique roadside attractions from Houston to San Antonio

3 . Houston native R'Bonney Gabriel wins the title of Miss Universe

4. Fewer Americans are attending church but congress remains largely Christian

5 . Tesla snaps up Houston-area property for unknown facility

6 . Houston's affordable housing waitlist application opens Jan.15

7 Texans coaching candidates: Ranking potential interviewees by best fit
[ J

People asked Lyga about writing and comics an
wanted to know what kind of comics Goth Girl |

independent comics, he answered. Definitely nc

Fanboy doesn't shy away from tough topics, one

said they liked about the book.
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That is an issue in writing for teenagers, although Lyga said he's comfortable pushing
the line. "Kids see a lot of stuff on TV," he said. "They see a lot on the Internet. You

can't pretend it doesn't happen.”

So, although he doesn't mention Columbine High School by name in the book, Fanboy

fantasizes about someone breaking into the school and killing all the kids who have
bullied him, a constantly shifting list. "I don't think you can shrink from those things,"
Lyga said.

But The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl is more hopeful than

horrifying, and Sunday's reading was mainly just for fun.

Even if you weren't a teenager.

Michelle Mower, a 34-year-old screenwriter, lik~ *h~ font that tha hanl wran critbon

for teenagers without writing down to them.

"There's an edginess to this that we didn't have

she said.
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Besides, she identified with Goth Girl. "I truly believe Kyra was me when [ was in high

school," Mower said. "I was goth before goth was popular.'

Jjeannie.kever@chron.com
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- Jeannie Kever

Reach Jeannie on

Jeannie Kever joined the Houston Chronicle's energy team in September 2012.

A native of West Texas, she has been at the Houston Chronicle since 1997, working in the features
department for 10 years before moving to the city desk, where she reported on higher education, the 2010
Census and health care before moving to the business desk.

She previously worked at the Sarasota (Florida) Herald-Tribune, the San Antonio Light, the Longview
(Washington) Daily News, the El Paso Times and the San Angelo Standard Times.

PERSONAL FINANCE - AS SEEN ON SLICKDEALS
When you buy through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate corr


mailto:jeannie.kever@chron.com
https://www.chron.com/author/jeannie-kever/
https://www.chron.com/author/jeannie-kever/
http://www.facebook.com/jeannie.kever
https://twitter.com/JEKever
https://www.chron.com/shopping/support-faq/

, e 1=y ) 2.8
Best cities to visit in 2023, according to
Expedia

The travel booking agency crunched some data

based and found that a range of global hotspots are
seeing a surge in interest.

The 8 easiest ways to lose weight,
according to a dietitian

With a bit of planning and an open mind, you CAN
learn how to lose weight for good!

OLD STAN D

ISOLATE

6 booking platforms for vacation rentals
(that aren't Airbnb)

Casting your net wider can open up other options
for your budget and needs.

The 17 best protein powders to curb

crauindc and haln vvn11 lnece wraicht

acc

Plus
drof

When you buy through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate comn

TODAY'S PICKS

Read More


https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/best-cities-to-visit-in-2023-17705540.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/best-cities-to-visit-in-2023-17705540.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/best-cities-to-visit-in-2023-17705540.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/easiest-ways-lose-weight-dietitian-17392843.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/easiest-ways-lose-weight-dietitian-17392843.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/easiest-ways-lose-weight-dietitian-17392843.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/alternative-booking-platforms-vacation-rental-17659514.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/alternative-booking-platforms-vacation-rental-17659514.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/alternative-booking-platforms-vacation-rental-17659514.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/weight-loss-protein-powders-17420665.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/weight-loss-protein-powders-17420665.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/weight-loss-protein-powders-17420665.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/support-faq/

'‘My next nightmare" Strange creature
washes up on Texas coast

We found out the species.

6 standout Corpus Christi restaurants
worth visiting
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have several top-rated choices.
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Expedia predicts top ‘culture capitals' on
trend for 2023 travel

These global hotspots are seeing a surge in interest.
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